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PART 1 ï Godalming Navigations  Conservation 

Area Appraisal  

1 Introduction  

1.1 What is a Conservation Area?  

A Conservation Area (CA) is defined as ñan area of special architectural and 

historical interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 

enhanceò. Designation of a CA covers all land within the CA and therefore planning 

control is directed at maintaining the special interest of the entire area, including the 

buildings, streetscene, uses and the relationship of these elements with open spaces 

and landscape.  

CA designation gives a degree of protection against demolition of buildings and walls 

and the removal, or works, to trees, as well as reducing householder permitted 

development rights. CA designation enables the planning authority to ensure that the 

historic character and special interest, which attracts people to live, work and visit 

the area, remains intact and that development is of high architectural quality and in 

keeping with the areaôs existing character. 

1.2 What is a Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) and Management 

Plan?  

A CAA sets out to identify and assess the special interest of the CA, such as the 

notable buildings and open spaces, and the inter-relation of these together to form a 

unique character. The management plan will use the information gathered in the 

CAA to identify and implement enhancement and public realm enhancement 

schemes to preserve and enhance the CA.  

The final document will inform positive management of the CA and will be adopted 

by the Council as a material consideration to be used in the determination of any 

application for planning permission and listed building consent within the CA. It will 

also be used to influence enhancement schemes for the long-term management of 

the CA.  

The document should be read in conjunction with Waverleyôs Local Plan (both 

adopted and emerging) and National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

1.3 Planning Policy Framework and Sources  

The Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Area) Act 1990 Section 71 states: 
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ñIt shall be the duty of a local planning authority from time to time to formulate and 

publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area 

which are conservation areas.ò  

Policy HA1 in the Local Plan Part 1 states:  

ñThe Council will ensure that the significance of the heritage assets within the 

Borough are conserved or enhanced to ensure the continued protection and 

enjoyment of the historic environment by:é 3. Undertaking further Conservation 

Area Appraisals and producing and implementing related Management Plansò.  

The NPPF, Chapter 16 (203) states:  

ñPlans should set out a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the 

historic environmentéò  

The CAA helps to identify the significance of heritage assets, and as such enables 

planners to confidently determine whether an application will devalue the 

significance of the CA. 

It is in accordance with the above legislation and local policy that this CAA has been 

conducted. This appraisal was compiled with the assistance of Historic Englandôs 

guidance ñConservation Area Designation, Appraisal and Managementò (February 

2019). Historic England has also published guidance called ñUnderstanding Place: 

Historic Area Assessmentsò (2017). 

1.4 Methodology  

To assess the CA comprehensively, a historic study of the area was undertaken, 

including assessment of historic maps in comparison to modern maps. In conjunction 

with this, site visits were conducted to establish the character and identify the 

architectural interest of the CA. A photographic survey was undertaken of the key 

views and vistas within the CA and is used throughout this appraisal. The boundary 

has also been reviewed. 

1.5 Community Involvement  

A site visit was held on 11th October 2025 with Local Councillors to identify 

enhancement schemes and gain feedback on the CAA, with any comments made 

incorporated.  A similar visit was held on 29th October 2025 with the Environment 

Agency and National Trust reflecting their key presence within the CA.   

A six-week consultation will be undertaken to seek residentsô views. Key 

stakeholders (including Historic England and the Town Council) will also be included. 

Responses to the consultation will be reviewed and where necessary the document 

updated. 
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1.6 Summary of Godalming Navigations  Conservation Area   

The River Wey Navigation is a waterway of almost 20 miles connecting Godalming in 

Surrey with the Thames at Weybridge. It was created between 1651 and 1653, to 

provide a highway to London for Guildford merchants, and was extended to 

Godalming in 1764. 

The Conservation Area covers the length of the Navigations and therefore extends 

through Guildford, Woking, Runnymede and Elmbridge. 

Table 1: Godalming Navigations CA at a glance 

Date of designation  2000 

Location  51.191158, -0.598966 

Current size 268,089.8 m2  

Changes to boundary  

Extensions: 

¶ The River Wey as it winds its way through 

Catteshall. 

¶ The southern bank at the wharf. 

Removals: 

¶ Gardens to the rear of the properties along 

Bridge Road.   

¶ 18 and 20 Blackburn Way. 

¶ Set of garages along Blackburn Way.   

¶ Section of the River Wey that is beyond the 

Waverley Borough Boundary. 

Also includes the tidying up of the boundary along 

Hell Ditch to more accurately follow the southern 

bank of the Ditch.    

General Condition  Good; no assets on Waverleyôs óat riskô list. 
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Designated Buildings  
1 Listed Building (Grade II), 

3 Heritage Features. 

Positive Factors  

¶ Large area of open greenspace that is 

sheltered and quiet.   

¶ The picturesque length of the Wey which is 

dotted with historic structures and pleasant 

features.   

¶ Grazing Cattle bring life and character at 

certain times of the year. 

¶ Pleasure boating and other water 

sport/recreational activities; a major use of 

the waterway. 

Negative Factors 

¶ Parking along Catteshall Road.   

¶ Large 21st century developments around 

Catteshall that border and interrupt the 

southern edge of the CA.   
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2 Defining the Special Interest  

Historic England defines special interest as the ñspecial architectural or historic 

interestò of the area that warrants designation and the ñcharacter or appearance of 

which it is desirable to preserve or enhanceò. 

2.1 Summary of the Special Interest  

The following provides a summary of the special interest of Godalming Navigations 

CA: 

Table 2: Summary of special interest of Godalming Navigations CA 

Overview 

The Navigations was an industrial project undertaken during 

the 17th century to make the River Wey navigable in order to 

allow Guildford merchants easier trade to and from London.  

In 1760-64 the Navigations was extended to allow travel to 

Godalming.   While this industrial use ceased in the late 19th 

century this history of human intervention and industrial 

usage continues to be central to the CAôs special interest. 

Alongside this is an appreciation of the Navigationôs use for 

the last 100 years for pleasure as well as the importance of 

the Lammas Land in defining the rural character of the 

space.   

Heritage 

The CA has one listed building that sits within Catteshall.  

There are also three Heritage Features ï the Old Barn, 

Catteshall Lock and a weir.     

Form 

The CA follows the river and adjacent floodplain, as such it 

is linear in form.  The site of Catteshall Mill forms a southern 

addition to the CA containing a converted mill site set 

beyond a strong boundary wall. 

Vistas 

Vistas along the length of the river are plentiful and 

important to the experience of the CA.  The CA offers a 

constant and evolving vista as on travels the tow path with 

distinct segments that each have their own character.   

Vistas tend to focus on key elements found along the Wey, 

such as the Lock.   
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3 Assessing the Special Interest  

3.1 Location and Setting  

The majority of the Godalming Navigations CA is located north-east of Godalmingôs 

centre, south of Farncombe.  It comprises a length of the River Wey from the 

boundary of Waverley and Guildford Borough to where the river flows under Town 

Bridge in Godalming.  The two fields of the Lammas Lands that run alongside this 

section of the river are included.  These are part of the riverôs floodplain.  They are 

common land that is used cattle grazing and public enjoyment via the footpaths that 

cross it.   

The CA is bordered in the west by Bridge Road; development along this road during 

the 19th century has resulted in it being lined by buildings (primarily on its eastern 

side) that visually cordon off the edge of the CA from the further field of the Lammas 

Lands to the west.  This border continues on the northern edge of the CA with a 

continuous row of properties abutting the northern limit of the Lammas Land.  On the 

southern border the setting is modern industrial around the Wharf before becoming 

residential around Catteshall.  Beyond Catteshall the surroundings transition to 

become fully rural in character.  This change is felt noticeably from within the CA.   

 

Fig. 1 - CA Location Plan 
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Fig. 2 - CA Boundary 

3.1.1 Landscape Setting  

The CA lies within the Wealden Greensand and is largely composed of a relatively 

flat floodplain.  The CA follows the profile of the River Wey from its exiting the 

borough into Guildford to where it flows under Town Bridge.  It sits within a very 

shallow valley with the land rising subtly to the north.  This works to isolate the CA 

from the development around it, particularly along the length of the Wey downstream 

of the Lammas Lands.   

3.1.2 General Character and Plan Form  

The CA is atypical within Waverley insofar as it is primarily a landscape.  As such it 

does not follow a conventional plan as would be expected from other CAs.  The CA 

encompasses the River Wey Navigations and a portion of the Lammas Land.  As a 

CA that follows the path of a river it has a linear form stretching from southwest to 

northeast in a slight valley.   

The CA starts in the northeast with the border between Waverley and Guildford.  

Here the CA hugs the riverbank and old towing path.  As the river is followed 

upstream the CA expands to encompass the two northern fields of the Lammas 

Land.  This land being a major greenspace within Godalming that has existed as 
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common grazing land for hundreds of years.  The CA ends with Town Bridge, this 

marking the end of the navigable portion of the River Wey.   

While the CA is hemmed in in the north and south by residential developments the 

only large area of built form within the CA being Catteshall Mill.  Catteshall Mill is of a 

distinct character being a converted industrial site bordered on three sides by 20th 

and 21st century suburban developments.  Catteshall Road is the only public road 

that runs through the CA.   

3.1.3 Economic profile and potential forces for change  

There is very little built up area within the CA as it is predominantly a waterway and 

common grazing land.  There are a small number of dwellings within Catteshall 

included in the CA, alongside a health centre and a boat house and associated club 

that sits alongside the river.   

Census data for Catteshall shows that within the built-up area in the CA and 

immediately adjacent area 56% of the population are economically active with 60% 

owning their own property.   

The main pressure for change on the CA is development just outside it.  While this 

pressure is outside the boundaries of the CA it could still have a significant impact on 

the character of the CA through its setting.  Future development proposals should 

take into account the character of the CA and special interest of the CA as identified 

within this appraisal to ensure the CA is preserved or enhanced for future 

generations.   

3.1.4 Vistas   

Godalming Navigations CA has numerous vistas which are integral to its special 

interest.  Below is a selection of the key vistas experienced by those who live and 

use the CA.  This does not attempt to serve as an exhaustive list of all the important 

vistas within or surrounding the CA.   

Of importance for this CA is that two of the key vistas are areas of continued 

panoramas rather than a singular point with a defined field of view.  These are 

experienced in 360 degrees from anywhere within a defined area. To represent this 

these views are depicted on the below map as circled areas rather than arrows.   
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Fig. 3 - Plan A. of key Vistas through the CA 

1. View of/around Catteshall Lock.  This view is one of larger ranging vista 

óareasô that are identified.  The Lock features as a key focal point for this 

segment of the Wey.  Views from both upstream and downstream that include 

the Lock are all of equal importance.  The below photograph is the view from 

Catteshall Road looking upstream with the lock in the foreground and 

riverboats at rest beyond it.  The area is also experienced from upstream 

looking downstream, with the lock sitting in the foreground and Farncombe 

boat house peeking out from behind the bridge.  Additionally, from this 

location there are wide ranging views north across the Lammas Lands.   

 

2. View of/around Farncombe Boathouse.  Another key vista area - this view 

contains a panorama centring on the boathouse complex.  For example, the 

view downstream from Catteshall Road looking over the boathouse with 

moored boats surrounding it (as in the below photograph); the view upstream 

of the boats moored outside the boathouse with Catteshall Bridge elevated 

behind; and the view across the river towards the boathouse with the cottage 

nestled behind.  Large mature foliage between the boathouse site and 

Catteshall Mill alongside the mill being set back means that the mill cannot be 

seen.  This helps to ensure that the boathouse retains an almost entirely rural 

feeling.  Residential development behind the mooring boats is sufficiently 

1 

5 

4 

2 

3 
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rearwards to blend into the background and not impact the visual aesthetic of 

the boatyard in front.   

 

3. View looking downstream towards the wharf.  Here the history of the wharf is 

hinted at through the barn and surrounding industrial landscape.  The more 

recent pleasure usage and proximity of the wharf to the town centre (this is 

perhaps the easiest part of the CA to reach from Godalming on foot ï 

although even then it is relatively disconnected) provide a general buzz of life 

to this area.   

 

4. View looking northeast across the Lammas Lands from the western entry 

point, with open greenspace unfolding beyond.  From this point there is limited 

noise that can be heard and, in the summer months, very little built-form 

visible.  This leads to a quite isolated and serene perspective.  

 

5. View looking southwest across the Lammas Lands from Catteshall Road.  

This vista includes the large green expanse of the Lammas Lands but also 

features Bridge Road and further glimpses of Godalming town centre beyond.  

This emphasises both the green space and relationship to the town.  

  

 
Fig. 4 - Plan B. of key vistas through the CA 

6 

7b 

7a 
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6. Looking downstream along the river through a footbridge.  This bridge, 

despite the modern concrete infill, frames a pleasant stretch of the river.  To 

the left is a large brick wall with lots of climbing foliage and, in the spring, 

blooming flowers, while on the right small agricultural fields are broken up by 

dense hedgerows and punctuated by mature trees.   

 

7. Views looking along the river now in a completely rural environment with no 

built form visible in any direction. 

a. Looking downstream. 

b. Looking upstream. 

 

 

Fig. 5 ш Key Vista Area 1.  Looking Upstream from Catteshall Road 
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Fig. 6 ш Key Vista Area 2.  The Boat House and Boat Yard 

 
Fig. 7 - Key Vista Area 2.  Looking Upstream at the Boathouse 
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Fig. 8 - Key Vista 3.  The Wharf when viewed from Upstream 

 
Fig. 9 ш Key Vista 4.  Looking north-east across the Lammas Land from the west entry 
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Fig. 10 ш Key Vista 5.  Looking south-west across the Lammas Land from Catteshall Road 

 
Fig. 11 - Key Vista 6.  Looking Downstream through the footbridge 
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Fig. 12 - Key View 7a.  Looking Downstream near the end of the CA. 

 
Fig. 13 - Key Vista 7b.  Looking Upstream near the end of the CA 
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3.2 Historic Development  

The usage of the Lammas Lands as common grazing land long predates the 

construction of the River Wey Navigations.  The term lammas likely comes from the 

old English hlafmæsse meaning loaf mass.  This is a reference to the lammas which 

was an early church harvest festival celebrated on the 1st of August.  The area 

around the Lammas Lands, especially to the north and south have been developed 

greatly over the last 150 years and the common land is now bordered on all sides by 

development.  The area itself remains an important floodplain meadow that is 

recognised as a site of Nature Conservation Importance as little work has been done 

to tame the land.  It continues to be used for grazing purposes.   

It was during the 17th century that the Wey Navigation scheme, the process of 

making the River Wey navigable from Guildford to the River Thames, was 

undertaken.  The project was embarked upon under the instigation of a Sir Richard 

Weston of Sutton Place with a several investors and opened in 1653.   

The Wey Navigation Act of 1760 extended the Navigation to Godalming.  This work 

was completed by the spring of 1764 and involved the construction of four locks, 

including Catteshall Lock, this being the only one within Waverley and thus this CA.   

Additionally, a large wharf was constructed at Godalming.  The Godalming 

Navigation was separately owned and run by a body of Commissioners.  This was 

perhaps done, at least in part, as a response to the complications in the selling of 

moieties for the Wey Navigation that had occurred during the proceeding decades.   

During the American War of Independence large amounts of goods were brought 

from London via the navigations to Godalming before being transported on land 

towards the naval shipyards in Portsmouth.  Similarly, during the French 

Revolutionary and then Napoleonic Wards the Navigations were similarly heavily 

used as traders sought to avoid the dangerous Channel.     

The following period saw slight decline as a result of the uncertainty coming from the 

long period of war before trade rebounded to reach its the peak along the Navigation 

during the 1820s and 30s.  The bulk of cargo during this century was either 

agricultural produce such as grains, or timber.  Building materials, such as the local 

Bargate Stone was also transported on the river.    

However, this was relatively short lived and from the 1840s the steady expansion of 

the countryôs railway network began to eat into the Navigationôs share of trade.  This 

effect was particularly impactful upon the Godalming Navigation which suffered 

worse and sooner from the loss in trade (Currie, C. 1996).  With this decline in 

profitability of the Navigations many shareholders began to sell off their shares in the 

Wey Navigations, these were bought by the Stevens family, who, starting with 

William Stevens I in 1812, played an increasingly important role in the Navigations.  
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The Godalming Navigation remained in the ownership of the Commissioners of the 

Godalming Navigation.   

William Stevens I had started as a lock keeper and through promotion became 

wharfinger at Guildford by 1823.  His son (also named William) succeeded him 

before becoming manager of the Godalming Navigations in 1869.  William IIôs son 

(another William) took over these roles and was the Stevens that managed to gain 

near complete ownership over the Wey Navigation alongside managing the 

Godalming Navigation.   

The use of the Godalming Navigation for pleasure steadily increased alongside the 

decline in its industrial usage.  Farncombe Boathouse was constructed in 1903, 

serving as a permanent base for boat repairs and rental.  While industrial trade did 

persist for a short while in the first decades of the 20th century the remaining 

industries that had not gone over to using the railways now began to transition to 

road transport.  As such, by the Second World War trade along the Godalming 

Navigation had all but ceased entirely.   

The Commissioners of the Godalming Navigation transferred their ownership of the 

navigation to the Guildford Corporation who then passed in on to the National Trust 

in 1968.   Harry Stevens, who was the proprietor of the Navigation from 1930 to 1965 

followed suit and the ownership of the Wey Navigation passed to the National Trust 

following his death in 1970.  Thus bringing both parts of the Navigations into joint 

ownership by the National Trust.   

At this time the southern boundary of what is now the CA was still almost entirely 

industrial.  The transition and development of Catteshall to become residential took 

place beginning a decade later in the 1980s.  Since then, this process has continued, 

and the industrial character of the navigation has been diluted.   

Fig. 14 - The Old Barn at Godalming Wharf 
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3.3 Architectural Quality and Built Forms  
 
3.3.1 Period and style  

The few buildings within the CA have distinct characters, being built in different 

styles according to their age and purpose.   

The Old Barn on the wharf is a simple industrial building in a typical vernacular style, 

of most likely late 18th century date.  It is a timber framed barn that is half brick and 

half weatherboarded.  Large doors adorn the riverside elevation.  It is used as a 

humble storage building, once for industrial product and now for pleasure crafts.   

One of the most prominent in the CA is Riverside Cottage.  Built at the beginning of 

20th century it is white rendered with plain clay tiles.  There are two stacks and a 

small number of decorative features including some timber elements under the 

northern gable.  It is simple but pleasant in its design which characteristic of the 

Edwardian period.    

The associated Farncombe Boat House is a very simple wooden building painted 

white.  It is of a shed-like character although not unpleasant.  Its simple utilitarian 

character and well used appearance add a charm to the structure.  This is 

heightened by the large number of items and tools that are left around the yard, as 

well as the moored boats.   

The other buildings are some 20th and 21st century structures built upon the site of 

Catteshall Mill.  These buildings are largely industrial in style although having been 

converted to other uses.   

Outside the CA but experienced from within are 

groups of late 20th century residential 

developments.  Some are more noticeable while 

others are screened behind vegetation.   

3.3.2 Scale and height of buildings  

The old buildings that were part of Catteshall Mill 

have a moderate scale and height.  A large 3 storey 

square structure has a sizeable mass over the 

southern end of the CA in the Catteshall area.  

Especially as these storeys, being industrial, are 

taller than what would typically be found in either 

vernacular or modern domestic structures (these 

being the type of buildings surrounding the Mill).  

Other buildings in this area have a moderate 

mass but this is limited in height rendering their 

Fig. 15 - The tower at Catteshall Mill 
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impact lesser.  The mill buildings are beyond a large wall/railing and at a slightly 

lower level compared to the footpath.  As such, while larger and industrial in style 

they do not dominate this area.   

In the rest of the CA the few other buildings are of limited scale.  A two-storey 

cottage is the next largest structure.  The dominant character of the CA is the very 

flat greenery of the Lammas Lands and river.   

3.3.3 Materials  

There are a number of materials used within the CA and there is little consistency or 

pattern as to their usage given the small number of buildings and their diversity.  The 

majority of development follows traditional forms and is mostly industrial outside of 

two cottages.  As such materials include: 

- Red brick 

- Weatherboarding 

- Bargate Stone 

- Plain clay roof tiles 

- White render / paint 

3.3.4 Details  

As with materials, details 

vary greatly with there being 

two distinct groups, the 

industrial buildings and the 

cottages.  The details found 

on these buildings include: 

- Strong boundary treatments in Catteshall (including hedgerows and brick walls) 

- Timber framing (real and faux) 

3.3.5 Street form and frontages  

Catteshall Road is the only road within the CA and runs directly through the centre of 

the Lammas Land on a north-south orientation.  The road is relatively narrow with a 

small pavement on one side.  There is low level fencing on sections of the road and 

a few trees interspersed on either side.  This results in the road having a low visual 

impact allowing it to blend into the Lammas Land.  This is disrupted by the common 

presence of parked cars along the road which are noticeable and detract from the 

view.     

Fig. 16 - Riverside Cottage 
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Riverside Cottage fronts onto Catteshall Road and the river serving as a gateway 

property into the built-up area of Catteshall.  The boat house sits behind the property 

and at a lower level largely obscuring it from the road, but it is very visible from along 

the river.  The properties within the Catteshall Mill site are much more densely 

packed.  While visible from the road they face inwards and are therefore relatively 

self-contained.  Catteshall Grange sits isolated next to the weir separated from the 

mill site and any of the modern developments around it outside of the CA.  The 

property fronts onto the road but is set back with a tall brick wall obscuring it.   

3.4 Listed Buildings and Heritage Features  

3.4.1 Listed Buildings  

There is one, grade II, statutory listed building in the CA: Catteshall Grange. 

3.4.2 Buildings of Local Merit (BLMs)  

Buildings of Local Merit (BLMs) are buildings identified by Waverley as of local 

historic, architectural or townscape merit. Many local authorities have lists of such 

buildings, sometimes called the local list and sometimes Buildings of Townscape 

Merit (BTM).  

Fig. 17 - Plan of heritage assets 
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There are presently no BLMs within Godalming Navigations CA. 

3.4.3 Heritage Features  

In 1986, Waverley Borough Council produced a list of heritage features in Waverley. 

The list covers natural landmarks, archaeological sites, historic structures, historic 

trees, roads, track ways and gardens. The purpose of the list was to identify features 

that, for the most part, were not protected legislation but were a significant and 

valuable part of the character and history of the Borough. The intention was that by 

recording them there would be more awareness of the value of preserving them.  

List of heritage features:  

- The Wharf:   The Wharf was the terminus of the Godalming Navigation, opened in 

1764 as an extension of the Wey Navigation from Guildford.  The river bend is cut 

back to form a right-angled landing place for barges.  It has been rebuilt in concrete 

to form moorings for pleasure boats.   

- Sluice Gate:   A large Sluice Gate with five paddles, installed in c1870 to control the 

water flow to the water turbine at Catteshall Mill stands near Catteshall Grange on 

the west side of Catteshall Road.   

- Catteshall Lock:   Catteshall Lock on the Godalming Navigation, opened in 1764.   

3.5 Heritage at Risk  

There are no buildings within the CA on the Waverley BC & English Heritage 

ñHeritage at Risk Registerò. 

At time of print, there are no identified Grade II properties which are considered to be 

óat riskô.  

It is important to ensure that any listed buildings that fall into disrepair are identified 

early, so that Waverley Borough Council can work with the owners to find 

appropriate solutions and bring the building into a productive use. 

3.6 Buildings which positively contribute to the CA  

Positive Contributors are buildings which are not listed, or locally listed, but positively 

contribute to the special interest of the CA.  

The following buildings have been identified as positively contributing to the 

character of the CA: 

Riverside Cottage :  A small cottage from 1903.  White rendered, with a plain tile 

roof, two stacks and a small amount of timber detailing on the northern gable end.  

The cottage adds to the experience of the navigation through its pleasant design and 
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history/relationship with Farncombe boathouse - it served as the cottage for the 

boathouse keeper.   

Farncombe Boat House :  A simple, single story wooden structure that has been 

painted white and has a metal roof.  Pleasant in its plain and utilitarian design.  Its 

attraction largely comes through its historical and continued use as a boat house for 

pleasure boating upon the navigation.  The tools/equipment and the boats moored 

around the building and the site add strongly to this valuable character.   

3.7 Open Spaces and Streetscape  

3.7.1 Open spaces  

Open spaces make up the 

majority of the Godalming 

Navigations CA in the form of 

the two eastern fields of the 

Lammas Lands.  These fields 

have historically been, and 

continue to be, used as 

common grazing land.  This 

long serving usage greatly 

predates the construction of 

the Godalming Navigations 

and is an important part of 

the development of 

Godalming.  Cows grazing 

continues to be a common sight and has an important visual impact.  Additionally, 

the fields are part of the River Weyôs natural floodplain and are left natural to become 

quite overgrown with vegetation, especially during the summer months.  They thus 

retain a strong rural character.   

Furthermore, the subtle hill to the north and the dense foliage along the banks of the 

Wey really function to visually border and contain the open space.  This surrounding 

leads to the Lammas Lands feeling quite isolated from the busyness of the town.  

Godalming and Farncombe are still clearly visible from within the CA and the 

connection to them is felt but there is a distance and tranquillity coming from the 

strong borders and very different qualities.   

These comments regarding the contained and very natural qualities of the Lammas 

Land are heightened further for the northeast field.  This field is contained within 

large amounts of mature vegetation, is sunken slightly, is further away from the town 

centre, and contains even more reeds and tall grasses resulting in it really feeling 

like a separate entity.   

 

Fig. 18 - View across the Lammas Land 



29 

 

3.7.2 Streetscape  

The Godalming 

Navigations CA has 

limited streetscape 

owning to its peculiar 

nature as being 

focused on a historic 

waterway.  However, 

there are some street 

areas that fall within its 

boundaries.  Moreover, 

the experience that is 

had travelling along the 

river is similar to that of 

travelling along a 

street.  As such the 

River Wey and its Tow 

Path will be treated here in this section.   

The tow path is largely defined by the dominating presence of the Lammas land and 

the waterway.  However, changes to the nature of development seen from the path 

does alter how the CA is experienced.   

Around the wharf the tow path is bordered on one side by industrial and commercial 

developments.  While only the Old Barn is itself historic the other buildings do help to 

define the character of the area.  They recall the industrial heritage of the wharf and 

the Navigation.  This area is the terminus of the Navigations and subsequently had a 

large industrial presence historically.  While the waterway itself is no longer used for 

industrial purposes the continuation of industry in the area is a valuable carryover.   

Today the area is commonly busy with life and people enjoying the space.  This 

areaôs character is now also heavily linked to its current recreational uses.  It is a hub 

for paddleboarding, kayaking/canoeing and picnicking.   

Fig. 19 - View of the wharf from downstream 
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The industrial character of 

the CAôs setting is changed 

further downstream by 

modern residential 

developments bordering the 

river.  These are very 

obviously domestic in 

character with large amounts 

of glazing and balconies 

amongst other such features.  

The existing developments 

are mostly set back enough 

to minimise the negative 

impact.   

Further downstream again 

the character continues to change.  Farncombe boathouse and Catteshall Lock 

present a small scale and honest appearance producing a welcoming character that 

is simultaneously candid in their working role.  A variety of historic tools and features 

litter the boatyard which add to the character.  The area is a focal point for the 

navigations.  It has a distinctly rural backdrop with the open expanse of the Lammas 

Lands visible on one side and large mature vegetation blocking views of Catteshall 

behind.   

Catteshall Road is the primary road that cuts through the middle of the CA from north 

to south.  An informal avenue of trees flanks the road obscuring it somewhat while 

still allowing for views through and across the Lammas Lands; particularly to the 

south all the way to Bridge Road with glimpses of Godalmingôs roofscape.  The route 

is relatively quiet in terms of traffic but does often contain a number of cars parked 

along its side.  These cars take away from the distinctly rural character of the 

surrounding Lammas Lands.  However, the large amount of vegetation dampens this 

effect somewhat, particularly during the summer months.  It is parking along the 

bridge that is most impactful as it is clearly visible and blemishes some of the most 

beautiful vistas found within the CA.   

It is very difficult to see either Catteshall from within the green space or vice versa.  

This helps to maintain the distinct character of the area.  Catteshall Mill is enclosed 

by a large brick wall with metal railing that segregates it from the street.  This is 

enhanced as most of the buildings within the site of the Old Mill face inwards 

amongst themselves.  On the other side of the road is a gated private residential 

development that is not included in the CA.  It is surrounded by a large purple brick 

wall.  This completely obscures it from within the CA.   

Fig. 20 - View of the river with later residential development 
just visible set back beyond vegetation 
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The character of the Wey from here continues to gradually evolve as the setting 

become less dense before opening up entirely.  At this point the tow path feels 

entirely rural surrounded by woodland and agricultural fields.  Additionally, almost 

now traffic noise is heard here.   

3.8 Assessment of Condition  

Overall: The listed buildings, buildings of local merit and other buildings within the 

CA are in a good condition with no obvious causes for concern.   

However, the following issues that do not concern specific designated heritage 

assets have been identified within the CA: 

- The negative visual effect of parking along Catteshall Road ï particularly 

along the bridge.  The view across the bridge looking both upstream and 

downstream is hindered by cars parked on the bridge.  The bridge is low 

profile and so the cars stand out a lot and interfere with the view substantially.  

- Lack of pedestrian connection between the Wharf and the rest of the town.   

 

 

Fig. 21 - View of Farncombe Boat House's yard 
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3.9 Identifying the Boundary  

The Godalming Navigations CA was designated 25 years ago, therefore areas within 

the boundary may no longer have special interest.  Physical boundaries/curtilages 

may have changed or areas that were previously omitted may now be considered to 

be of special interest. As part of the appraisal, the boundary of the CA has been 

reviewed using Historic Englandôs guidance (Conservation Area Designation, 

Appraisal and Management (2019)) and the following changes have been identified: 

The main change is the addition of a spur of the River Wey that winds through 

Catteshall.  There are also several gardens being removed as a result of wider 

changes affecting an adjacent CA.  Other smaller changes being made focus on 

tidying up the boundary to remove areas included erroneously and to more 

accurately follow current boundaries.   

 

Fig. 22 - Plan of amendments to the boundary of the CA 

1. Addition - Spur of the River Wey in Catteshall: 

 

This waterway is the original route of the river way prior to it being made 

navigable.  While previously not included owing to its isolation from the other 

areas within the CA it is thought important to now include owing to its 

contribution in telling the history of the navigations.  The history of the river, 
































